QAT : THE YEAR OF DECISION

b

Major General K Perkins

By the end of Januzry 1375 tha long Dhofar Har was woll into ita tenth
years Govemment Forces, comprising the Sultan's Armed Forces (SAF) and an
Iranian Brigade, had ~vcently cecured important areas but at a stiff price.
The enemy, the Peoples Lideration Army, controlled politically by the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Oman, (PLA and PFLO), appeared as resilient and
skilful as ever, certainly still well supplied. tone of us present could sece
the end; yet victory was only ten months auay.

These final months illvctrated 1n concise form the important lessons of
counter revolutionary warfare and my purpose is to record events while they are
fresh to mand. To set this period in perspective it is necessary to outlinc
earlier events and I do this, as briefly 3 possible, acknowledging that I am
covering in a few lines a campalgn of nine years involving as demanding a
variety of terrain and climate as can be found anywheres I am not covering at
all the rapid expansion of OAF, an immense task carmed out by my iumediate

predecessor, iajor General Tim Creasey, in difficult operational and
administrative circumstances,

<&r FIRST YIIG3 YHARS

The war began in 1203 with 2 rebcllion of Dhofari subjeots against the

backvard and uncaring regimé of Lultan Said bin Tainur, the ruler of the

Sultanate of Uman, of which Duolar was the gomewhat forgotien Scuthern Provinco.

fne rebals ropidly g21ied conirol of large areas and by the time the muler was

dcposed in a bloodless coup by his son Qabood thaey wore near to achieving their
&im of a separate autonomr~us state,

With the advent of Sultan Qaboos, oivil dovelopment waz started in samost
‘and the o3l revenues, wiused by his father, were deployed to hustle the

Sultanate into the twerticth century. Dhofar reccived its share and the eriginal

Teason for rebellion vanikshed. However, the British had meanwhile withdrawn
from the nelghbouring territory of Aden which, having becomo the Peoples

Democratie Republic of Yemen (PDRY), adopted, in classic Marxist style, the
80 fer successful Dhofar rebellion. Inspired and supported altematively hy
Russia and China, FDARY developud the provincial separatiet movement inte a war
against the Sultamate with the aim of toppling Qaboos, a strategy which if

‘guccessful would have given the Comvuniets oontrol of the Straite of Hormmz and

‘thus contrel alsp of the oil supply to Wester: economiess
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To meet this

new threat Sultan Qaboos, assisted
Kingd()m’

expanded ang modemised his small Armed Fore
Jears SAF grew into a wall cquipped, well be
an air force of somg 80

and advised by the Uniteg

es so that within three A
1anceﬁ force of %wo large Brigadua,
aircraft and a small navy capable of controlling
terrmitorial waters, About half of this was involved in Dhofar, the re
were in Nerth Oman, rest

Dhefar Brigade, eventua

mainder
--18y recruit-ng and retraining, or in supporting roles,
11y based on five battalions with appropriate Supporting

was responsible for tho conduct of
the comparatively sn

arms and Services, &ll operations exaspt ¥n

ail area 2llotted subsequently to the Iranian Brigade,

The battle ground, IDhofur, is a province the size of Wales., Its mountains

rise sharply from the sen except. for =ome 50 miles of coastline where the

Salalab plain oxtends up to six miles inland. The mountainous arca (called the
Jebel) is wooded, thinly in the Bast where there is & great deal of cattle
grazing, and very thickly in the West where the mountains are more rugged and
Vvisibility and going arc difficult. Further inlang the vegetation ccases
abruptly and the mountains dcecend to a flat sandy plain, the Negd. When
opverations started there was but a single coastal dirt roaq, Salalah to Mirbat,
az;d. a Jeep track through the Jebel to Thumrait, Anmually during the monsoon
season June to September clouds r1oll in from the Indian Ocean and, blanketing
the Jebel, bring considerable rain. Due to the varying height of the ground the
clouds extend no more than a mile or two inland at Sarfait in the West but up
tn 2bout fifteen miles in the East inland from Tarqa. The wooded and grazing
lands correspond to the area affected by the monsoon and are the areas which
support life and provide cover for military activities. They thus became the

arcags of most operational importance.
ot i L}

The strategy adopted by the Sultanate was based on wimnning the confidence
lation, the :;=litary aim being " to secure Dhofar for GCivil Development,

of the popu ! either possible nor desirable to attempt resettloment of the

It would lfave hGE? n;cmomed for centuries fo constant movement in search of

nemadic hill people .= o5 development there nceded to be = pattern of government

srazing an@aw::::;ei‘;f contict with the porulation. To this end military

y an

rollowed immediately by acecess tracks and well drilling equipment,
5 were 10 =

activat

succesge centres of gravity for the population and were consolidated as
B became

tres by thc comstruction of clinics, schools ard Govermment shops,
: went cent
Covernmen

The well

: sential step was the interruption of eneny Supplies which werte
rther ¢8 3 -

Lo 1arly from PDRY by animzl train and routed through the Jebel,
auid

dispatchod _rﬂte wag taken in 1972 with the construction of a 35 mile wire ang
. s pipant 8HEP W
gignificen

)led the Hornbeam Line, acress the eneny Bupply routcs into
calle

A

mine o’bbta‘c-l"?* s Dhofare It waz a bold imagirative step absorbing ag i+t did
L e .
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through but, being 5
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the restriction on mov.. & Suricusly hempered the provision of reinforcements

and evacuation of wound da

In an attempt to throttle encemy supplies near source o batialicn had been
gstablished in 1972 at Sarfait (sometimes called Simba). JHowever, the nature
of the ground, a seri:s of shoer scarpe stonping down some 4000 feet to the ses,
and the enemy strength, thwarted this intention. Tho battalion remained
beleaguered and dependent upon air resupply but it distracted a good deal of
enemy attention and, as subsequent evenis unfolded, was essential in the final
operations which led tc the sudden collapse of the cnemy.

At the height of the wer the eénemy mustored some 2000 hard core gucrillas
and 3000 militia, the latter operating part time and being virtually
indistinguishable from civilians., Military pressure from the expanding
government forces and civil develoorent produced a steady stream of doefectors,
who after 1972, were usually enlisted into the Firgs, a force based on tribal
divisions which, actinz as = Home Guard, provided assistonce to the regular
forcess Training and =dministering the Firga was undertaken by the Special
A1y Service as part of British assistance. Their role in Dhofar has frequently
becn misrepresente.. . “uu dedica%ed men, besides providing a framework within
which the irdigenoug pr = l:otion could proteet thomselves, acted in the vansuard
of civil development, bringing modern medicine to the Jebel for the firat time.
They were not, =5 somctimecs maliciously portrayed, zathloss killers although

their military excellence in sclf defence was a prerequisite to survival in &
harsh and hestile environment.

In 1973 the Bheh of Persia, mindful of the Communist threat to the Gulf,
sont a well equinped battalion task force which opened the track Salalah to
Thumrait permitting its development into a black top road. In 1974 ihis force
was increased to a brigode group complete with ample helicopter suiport, giving
the Sultanate sufficient strength to move into a highly gearcd cffengives It was
decided to establish a sucond obstacle, similar in nature and intention o the
Hombeam Line, runniug inlend from about half way between the Hombeam Line and
the PDRY border, In this arca the trec line was closer to the coast and the
énemy supply lines were forced int: & more confined area, Theruforo the
obsticle could be shorter cnd mom: effcctives, In a period of intensiva
operations during December an. January the Irsnian Brigado, assisted by SAF,
fought their way Sov'l 1r ti: corct and ustablished o occries of strong

‘positions on which the Damavird Line was subs:quontly based, Irnnian support

L]
unﬂmxbtu*lly tlpmd ‘tha ﬂcldaﬂ'r ‘ﬂthout it thq war Wuld hﬂw dragg\id into n

_ stalsmate as SAF aione ) .d ineufficiunt favops iu achieve & olear decision.

It was estimated _hat there werc now some 850 hard core gu-rillas
remaining within Dhof=r, 250 being Hast of the Hombeam Line, They scemed far
from finished baing atill =e skilful and determined s any guerillas anywhore,
To make the Damvand Line eff:ctive wonld toke a great deal of work in very
dgifficult ovuntry and the amewy wr:lzaﬂmlikal;r to git supinely bye



The W 3 :

ustem aroa containod the mein enemy storss areas in Dhofa
regarded by him as home
yard,

r and was
ground for which he would undoubtedly fight yarg by
The end of the war was not yet in sight.

YEAT™ OF DECISIQ

Dhofar Brigade was now deployed with its centre of gravity in the Central
and Eastermn arcas, Streiched across the Jebel from the Hormbeam Line to Mirbat

battalions supplemented by a reserve bat.alion and well supported

by armoured cars and artillory. 43y to the West, holding the border positions,

were 2 battalion with artillery at Sarfait and a company of Cian Gendarmerie

with armoured cars covering Hdabrut and Makirat Shihan.

were three

The Iranian Brigade of
two battalions with artillery were centred on some dominating features between
Rakhyut and the edge of the tree line some eight miles inlands, In theory the
way ahead wos clear: create a completely effective obstacle along the Damavand
Line, defecat the snecy to the Ea.t of this and then clear him out of the Hest.
Military history as written by the participents has usually been at pains to
illustrate how closely the grand design was translated into action but in Dhofar

the design was wifolded somewhat more cmnirically. In war onc does whot one canld

To begin with there was a shortage of barbed wire for the Damavand Line,
Indion sources were alrezdy behind on a2 large consignment ordercd for another
purposes The entire Eritish war roserve, had it been available for purchase,
was said to be insufficient. There was then the question of the form of the
obstacle., To my engineers it seemed simplc: on the enemy side a triple
concetina fence windlassed betweon angle irons and booby trapped, then a mine
£ield and finally on the home gide a simple fonce to keep out cattle and humans.,
Yot there were exasperciving éiscuzzions and I had to visit Tcheran to get work
started. However once OLT allies hod begun they spared no effort, bulldozing
—iles of Took =nd bush, @ériving :-1f a million angle ironsy, and plocing thousands
of mincs end booby trize. e enemy socn recogmiscd the significonce of this
activity but although ko subiccted the engancers to a great deal of artillory
ond mortar fire and canged = considerzble number of casualtics (including my
43¢, Captain Hassan Ehson, during & visit to the work) he failed %o prevent tho

i completed in good time, The Iranians had scorcd o notable
obstzacle

victoIye

- < the Commander of Dhofer Brigade, hagd
.+ =i gagier John Akchuret, 1
Moaznwhile STig

- returning to the offensive. The Headgquarters ond elemenis of
me in i

lost no 1 - peginont (1) had settiod in the “adi Ashog, a deep winding
2y

the encmy 9 -h s country butwcen the Hombeam and Damavand Lines, In
g of February two Datt

N Headquarters, in the procese rofurbishing morale which
ye

+je frayed during tho Jamuary fighting.
ittle I+

ravina 1r t
the last wee
cnomy 2nd destro
nad become & 1

alions, dirccted with panache, routod the

reary of the Zhofar Robellion,
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It was necogsary {irst to secure tho iunportant heights above the wadi and

the picqueting alone might well have abgorbed a brigade, However, by guod
appreciation of the efiects of convex and conce'e slopes and the skilful

use of helicoptera, the Frontier Force plus companies from Desert Regiuaent,
Jebel Hegiment and the Southern Regiment cleared both the heighte and the
wadi. The formor, consisting of limestone rocks scourud by centuries of wind
into natural weapon emplac:irents, could have been designed for defence and were
finally securcd only after a couple of well coordinated gset picce attacks
involving all arms and fighter ground attack in support of well lod infantrye
The couniry was open with barely a vestige of cover and the serics of «ctiona
demonstraied tactical lessons avallable only through experience. HReading

the battle, decidi.., when to withdraw from exposed posiiions 1o avoid covering
fire and when to rectenpy to meet the counter attack were instincotive actions
for Hajor Kuda Bux, a bearded piratical company commander in the Fruntier
Force who had never buen to = oadet school of any sort ( or probubly any othor
sort of schooll)

To prevent the enemy —viaforcing the Wadi Ashog I ordered the Irordian
Brigade to secure *& feature Wortheast of Rakhyut, an action which 1 judged
would pin down any available reinforcements. This episode 1llustrated the
gsansitivity which pervades allied operaiions, The Iraniang had sufferud more
heavily than SAF during the December and January fighting and were still
suffering more heavily in the coursc of constructing the Dumavand Linej
predictably they were hesitant, However, after a delay of 24 hourp half
2 battalion were lifted by helicopter to the objective, or at least so I
imagined. To show willing and to foster good relations 1 followed immodintely
and accompanicd by an vnharny looking brigade commander, untappy nerhaps
because my Chief of Stafr, Colonel Stuart Green, had told him that 1T wro
driving, we flew low over the objective, The pilot, Jolm Henthcoto a sccondod
pilot subsequently killed in action, c¢limbed sharply BwAY when we opottod
advancing infantry still somc two miles distant. I landed to smur on tho
troops but the objective was not taken and, although the gperation was slmogt
certainly responsible “or the lack of encamy reinforcement of the Wadi Ashog,
the additional Iraniar ca..'altiecs lod t¢ oomovhat gtrained atmogphere fer o
few days. The lranians were nothing if not courngeous but on ¥his ocnasion
I obviously failed to convince them that others ware also being As bravoe

In the East and Contre, Iic”.r pyiade continued to munt the eneny in
an area whore the civil population were still largely apathetics There had
boen civil aid in plenty but no civil developmen't. To aveid any blurzing
of this vital {smue John Akchurst and I differentiated clearly on all

occagions botweon aid and development,
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Sy clinies and food which the civil aiq
Departmen“b, wder an ex Gurkha ex

wake of military suecess, cltun 1

military enginecrs,
civil ministries,

SAF officor Martin Robb, providod in the

-t considerable adgsigtance from Brj tieh

elopuiont, waen it arrived, would invelve the

In an abtompt 4o remedy the situation I steered a civil

development plan tarcuzh the Nitional Development Council at which the Suit

endorsagd Iy propesals, Alas, t
not endeay myself 1.

Civil de;

an
ey floundered through lack of money and I dig
the hawks and aw

more strategic sense + Spend moneyr on measures to ensure a contented pop:

rather than on exXpensive weapons for the futures Failure tg apply more
resources among the Suspicious and dif

8 salesmen when I sugrested that it made

lation

ficult jebaii population widoubtedly
prolonged operations in the Centre and Bast ang by mid June when

the monscon
closed in there were still 150

fnemy remcining theru,

Fortunately theip capability had been greatly diminished by tie

debilitating effects of the Damavand andEomtean Lines and constant presmure

from the Nbrthern Frortier Regiment and the Southem Regament, led respectively
by Lieutenant Colonels John Pollard and John Gordon-Taylor,

offensive in the West would have been frustrated through

The o rthcoming

lack of rozources
if the Centre and East had not beon sufficiently in hand for us 4o thin out

there, Although unspectacular, the operations of these two regiments botimen
Harch and Jjunc were a prercquisite to the final offensive,

To release infantry battalions lor rore aggressive overations the Oman
Zendarmerie had been brought Irom lorthsm Oman to garrison the road Salalah -
Thumrait, The wiit _54 adwmirsbly but being neither equipped nor established
for extended operations it was scon in need of o biesks Jordan came to tuc
rescue and previded 29st Spzcial Forces Battalion to hold the road from
February fo Septembers This wes a woll trained, aggressive and experienced
unit which would have ocecu more at home in s West where the absence of

o i in the arecar of immediate contact allowed operations o proceed
civilians J.Il’ les of engagement or the niceties of civil rvlations, In
unhindered by ru isgion to use tho battalion anywheirc but, because the “lestem
theory I had p"m the tonghesty tnere would have been a good deal of
a:ea.uas-undaubﬁﬂdf? . dgplo;ed the Jordonians thers while SAF was otil]
political unea.se.hm- the Bast. Pooitioned in a quiet area the unit chafeg
. engaged in .cleann.g qulec and failzd to appreciate the severity of ihe
under thag Q-leensbeﬂ'.'fa '-gmt the word cpreed that the war was being Dmsizcuted

. il vi:o'dl'-- It took me a vicat to Amman, an audience with

«ith insufficien tait to the Westum Area by senior Jordanian offiggps to
King Fusassin and‘a V131In additior to assistanco with infantry, Jordan alge
put the recerd righte -.,;m_ch remained throughout the war ang undertock a
sent an eagineer company

v of civil and military tnskse
variety

cempaign elsewliers,
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And so the monzoon 1975 closed in, chrouding the eperstional arc: in
cloud. Helicopters had beun atockpiling poeitions and ¢ngineers working
around the clock to improve the tracks to those¢ positiong lucky to be o sarveds
The important question was: would the Damavand Linc bite?

It would bite only if frecvo: tly patrolled otherwise the enemy would
undoubtodly croate gapse Pairol routes wewe limited By the nature of the task
and susceptible to ambush. Cn oncu partieularly naety occasion a platuon was
ambushed smong ensiy mines in a position where, boczusc the monsoon prevented
helicopter evacuation, the wounded were subjected to a fourteen hour man carry,
including a night stop. It wao not curprising that some of the casualtioc disd
in the process. Bocauso the Ironis: pilots were lese experienoed in mansoon
conditions than thoso of 1ie Sultan of Umenta Air Forco (SOAF) I had agreod the
latter would undertake particularly hazardous cas:nlty ovacuaticon and gone
vory detcrmined mnd skilful flying had resulted but on this ooczsion no pilot
could have succoedcd, Ae an aviator and = seldier 1% scemed to me thot no
excupe ®Wes roguired but I f-uxd that ir the intercat of allied harmony 1 nueded
1o give a full explination of why even tho most expericnced helicopter
squadron in thz world could not cope at ground level in eight eighths cloud,

The Iranion pilots though rolatively inoxperionced were extremoly brave.
Their gmnchins flew at about 500 feet ovor snemy held groudd looking for
trouble, which was ofton first monifést by o burst of machine gun firc through
the floor, The gmehips had a very limited value and 1 discour.ged thoir
roving search and destroy missions which could achieve but little in the
thickly wooded mountains and which somotimes resulted in a hazardsup ToEOLC

oparction for shot down 1lvta =d crewumnen.

By July it was oporent thot the Dumavand Line had reduced shinrply tho
supplies gotting through to the Centre and Bast. In that munth 25 onomy
surrencorad, tho provious mouthly average for 1975 being 14« With luck we
thought we might ¢.d the war in rdd-1976 mad we planned accordinglys

It seemed 2 reasc.able assumption that tha enomy in the Co.tre and Rast
would wither on the vine, the Damavmd Linc having cut the roots, Final
fulfilment of tho militery aim, to socure Dhofar for sivil dov lapont, would
then rost on cloarance of &% «=~u . iween tho Damavend Lime and the PDRY
borders 'The most attractive option at firet eight was to deploy at Sarf-it
in strength and eotablish a barrior there, thus repeating the succesn of the
Damavond Line and denying the enemy tiw ability to rosupply anywhorc in
Dhofar. This course would entail somc logistic rick as all troops wina bd
be dopendont upon helicopter rcoupplys More signifiocant, I thousht, was the
politicsl riuk &e it scemad that we would be inviting hostilitics with FDRY
egulay forces,
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l'-lomover, these would g

close to homp while we would Lo at the ond of g \4
tenuous logi

Stic link with ity ~min:l vulnerable to concentrated

y E‘.I‘tillﬁz‘y
fire, md we would

» thercfore concluded
@it dore podictrian, would be to establish a thipa

of gu. range of FDRY on a linc extending North
D Jay was chosen as 21st October,

vell Hove g guerill: wor behind uva, I
that a better course, -1n

obstacle just out from Dhalqut
b L]

a month after the expected eng of tho monsnen

to allow time for the replonishment of stocks and the withering of at lecat

some of the luxuriant vegetation whiclh, romalbing from the monsoon, would

assist the eneny in def.:.ce,

The post mounsoon plan in sequence envisaged:

s Setween July and mid-Octebeor the driving of a road Viestiard as for

as Defe with the intentions of providing a logirtic approach and deceiving

the cnemy into thinking that our objective was the Sherishitts arca,
be On D minus six and four, diversions by Dhofar Brigade at Sarfait and

the Iranian Brigode on the co st South of Sherighitti,

ce On D Day a land arproach from Dufa, initially TBast to Furious then
swinging Souia to thc high ground ovirlooking the formidable “adi Sayd.
Cn D plus one a helicopter asszult across the Jadi followed within tuwo

dz2ys by expleit tici: Scuth to Dhalgut.

These oper~tions would inv.ive drastic t.uar.ing out in the Centre and East Tt
the prize was werth thc risk. 3y Christmzs we considored we would have clearcd
between Denavand and the ncew line and would be well placed to advance townrds

the border, wherc we thought we might arrive in strongth by mid-1976,
e Ty

In the ev.nt 2 very different oporation evolved, the seeds of which had
2 ready boen sowm by the intrepid officermsof C Compeny the Nuscat Regiment,
ale ver Sarfrit in Moy, These four officers were Major Gordon,
which had td&zoi a contract officer, Captain Paxman, a scconded Coldstmamar,

i nohaaned Seid, the latter an ex enemy who heg
. - 4ilal Ali and hohaamed Szid,
ard Lieutenanis 11

when Sultan Qaboos camc to povers Bored with mercly obscrving
m ]

ho tprongniold below Sarfoit thoy succesafully ambus) z( enemy supply
strongs

returncd
= s held . |

(s i B rea in May and Junce This nacessitated descending a Precipitous
) in this @ :

treils in

£00 foct BCOTRy

prospect wnicn B

—shen thc wost MON SO0

@ schedulad 28 the o’

negoti 'tang encry incficlus oy night and laying up by day, a
...-(i undes ..o600iy waerood their predeccssors at “arfait, Lator,
plan wa' modo, a somcwhat similar but larger operation

s r 3rinde JEVESBiONa
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On Aupuost 14th Opuration Jadreo, t: sucuro tho line of a road to Dofy,
began. Operation foaddl “alred wert in aarly as o decertion, (Badreu is

Arabic for early; Waagid Dadyse mewwm vory ¢arly, Not much seourity thero,

doliberately,) The Jnek of ifmaw.Jate roaction to eithur eperation ruminded
us again thet = guesllla foree trkes %ime fo react at sireicgio levol, the
reason for timing six (ays in advance - Zisuption for the pogt mousoon
operation. Badrce drov. parailel to the Coast, North of the trey line axid
monScon arca. It ran through arcas liberally aprinkled with uncl.irted anti~
personnel mines from ‘the pravious Decomber and January operatiors and an
armoured bulldozer was invari ably in thiz ven. The road construction ettractod
a good deal of hostilc fire and led to a number of sharp ongigements afiur ono
of which, C-ptain Simon Marriott, =n npmioured car troop commander sccondod
from ths 17/21 Lancers, deseribed an RPY 7 missilo as “like & cricked ball
approaching mid-on’. Operation Badrce also tompted the enemy into promifurv
uge of SAil 7 when a Strikemaster was ohot down and Flight Licutenant Hoger
' Purlong, 4 seconded pilot, succcosfully ejoctod and was ruscuods Thus S0AF
werc given time to revigse their tactics hofore the all importsmt Ootobor »
operationse

PTLO wom now virtually uneble to influence evenis East of tho Donavend
Lino., In the absence of 2 sup ly of ammmition, heavy weapons had buon gochu
and the enemy remaining were concerned mostly with survival, In the Ylopt tho
tempo of cuemy cctivit;- had increcued with Dhofsr Brigade and Ironian positions
under increasing fire., Thrio componics of PDRY reqalors were oparaiing betvuan
Sarfrit =nd Sherishitti and FDRT 65mm guns had, from their sanctuary Jest of
the border near How , Joitod the busbrriment of Sarfait, Ono of tho roasonno
for our chaice of weny  Csr t-a posy ic.soon operationt, the avoidanoca of
hostilitics with TDRY, ‘s boing nogoted by PDRY itselfuda & precantion I
ordered Dhofir Brigade to put 5.5in guns at Sarfail 3o thot wo osuld mutch
the PDRY 85mn guns for range. The 5.5in guns werd moved Yy Irnuian Chinnok
helieopters. Ve speculated on nenmy reactions : which wo thought would
cohtre on tlic more obvisus course, sn offonsive close to tho bordurs The
imrense logistic nactivity pointod to a SAP offensive at the wad of thi monsoon
and all we could do wan to conceal the nrca in wlach Bhe blow would Tull rnd
persuadu the enomy to spread his rescuoces, '@ thought we oould achiove this
by avoidonoo of any urpnratery benbarliaant of the intondsd objective,
threcteninz zonturca from Dofa, building new observetion poste at Bapf-at and,
finelly, the diversionnry ntiacks, ‘hen 4% wWac all over we lozmod frow
Burrunde et asany thet they had eonsidored our chjectives to be in the
Shorichit#i ared and hind not approcinted cur intentions conceming tho Dhelqut
line, They hod, Howov r, “ot £:1):1 for our nctivitice 2t Snrfaits

()




4s D Day approached doubts arose in

the helicopter squadron over the .
SOup de main across the Hadi Say

Qy invilving a first 1ift of tuo parallel
Streams each of six helicopters who would be overtaken in flight by Hunters
tasked to bomb ong atra

1fo the landing zone while artillery and armoured
fire neutralized Tlanking arcas.

exhaust shields against tH¢ heat
1mmuni Ty,

Cal

Tho heliconters, AB 2055, were fitted with
c.cking SaM 7s but thesc by no means guarantced
Low flying was theretore noce

8sary %o soduco caposure to 3AM 7 and
this put aireraft at considera

ble risk tc the AX 47 and Shpargin heavy machine
gun, The majority of “helis® wore on contract,

overations behind them and many cuspecti
time,

some with as much as six yoars
ag tiey were already living on borrowed
Their appre’ - 3i0a was understaudable but under the leadership of Wing

Comsiander Alan Hastinge, the S0AV station commander at Salalah, it was uot
allowed to effect morale,

ind 8o the monsoon cleared leaving the country a bright vewlant groen,
On Octecber 15th, after last light, © Company of imsc.t Regiment lod by Major
Izn Gordon descended from Sarfzat in the wake of an angineer troop under
Captain Tud %ells who hnd spent the previous night hand clearing a route
threugh onemy mines. (Baby vipers were on hand to blost lanes should the
break cut stall, but were not neededy In a brilliant operation, repeating on
a larger sczle the ambushes of four nionths before, € Company scized a
promizent feature called Capstan which had longz sincerackod the battalion cn
Serfcite There the company sat in caves and hastily constructed sangars to

await the considerable encmy reaction which we were surce would follow,
bt -

Tee following morring, still ouly D minus five, I arrived at Dhofar
Brigzde Hcadquarters en reute ta visit C Cenpeny. I wes met b:f' a amiling
John Akchurst who had asked mo to Ic:*.ll early to discuss something too
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A hasty confuronce ensucd, attonded by &ir Commodore

arrive orpod’
made Yo gwitch the

o' rlnidWe .
wont out of thf i r force onmender, Captain Philip Brooku-Popham my naval
Erik Berpictt ™y ; sﬁﬁﬂ Groon my Chiof of 3taff and Licuternmmt Coloncl
: sz, Colone :
conmandeTy

Dhofar Brigado's gunnor, The arvas of doudbt worc tho
I ik :
tor squadron o amaintain the force thio far forword
plo

gms near iauf might prevent consolidation,

Bugs Hughes who wWas
soility of thu hﬂh_c:ﬁ -
and the threzt that
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I had for some months been under politienl pressure to rotaliate against PDRY
beenige of their support of FILO but hed rosistcd on Loty political and
military grounds, the former huesuwo 1 wishod to 1ima.i; the cenflict and the
lattor because I was doubtful of the ability of aircrafi to destroy well
concealed guns in the difficult terrain, However PDRY hod itpolf widenud the
conflict by the increasing artillery bombardment and the political rvasons for
rotolinting wore now more compellings More important was the n.ed io shoot
back in the intorests of morales I thorcfore docided that ai first light on
the morrow the Hunter Squadren which had been tazked to support the Iranirn
diversion on D minus four, would be siitched to military targets in thy arcu of
Hauf, I also ordered the 5.5in and 25 pdr guns on Sorfait to harass thoso
$argots botwecn air attacks. The possibility ihat the Bultmecte would onu day
be forced to retaliato had buen nirod diplomatically so that no omo oould
justifiably accuse us of aggr:ssions To aszist in the increased loglstics
task T ordercd a naval coasber to operate off Sarfait as 2 regupply point for
helicopters, Thus was iha plan complefoly chonged, witaout tho imsue of o

single picca of papers

John Akehurst put Livuto.ant Colonul Ian Christie, commanding the jingcot
Rogiment, in immedinte command of tho thrust to tho seg, Under him were a
hastily ~ssembled collection of compenies from his own batialiom, tho Frontior
Force and the Southorn Regiment. By first light the folls-dng morming ho wos
on all his objectives and dug in, DZonf lay under a pall of gmoku ond the
enory shosed no inclination to intorrupt the fly-in of consolidation storuds
Tt was 17 October, offacially only D minus four, and tho fate of the FLA in

Dhofar wos scaleds

In ordor to meintain maximum pressure on tho enemy the Iranian divorsion
went in ns plumeds The Iranians had cow inoreaszl their Brigade by o battnlion
group mnd voluntcered naval fire and logistic supports Preoedod by bomborament
from three Iranian frigates and air attack by Strikemastors, helf a batlalion
flow in to aeize a feature on the goast Scuth of gherighitti. The epuration
attracted hoovy oppositiocn and c.sy lties were spmodi ctely inourrud in clogo
quarter fighting on the objuctives ath dutcmanation the iranianfi dug in
supported by couraguour ackion of a GAF forumrd obscrvation prriy undor
Captain Gordon Allen, s, hwing buu spetnd from their helicoptor as it
yraversed the position under fir , weie saponsible for the oontinuod
coordinution of wn ¢ 440 eny, air rod naval fire plans The enemy recognisod
the new pomition as n ¢ivee. thr at fo .is eopply arca and it wns mot a plroe

t0 show (nes hund for sueveral daye,
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I now said that T thought

the war might be over by Christmas, but that
had bee

en said in 19'4 and I hed-c

Was continuing at - iz rate. Jokn Mcchurst now let the Frontier Fonce loogg

and in the three woecks to 18 7
Lieutenant Colonel Jonathmn
clearcd the eneny Norih

ed ny bets particularly as shelling of Sorfajt

Tovember, under the inspiring leadership of
Salusbury=-Trolawmy, a scconded Coldstreamer, they

% of the Wadi Sayq and captured Sherishitii with its

immonse quantitics of stons and amimnition. In the last weok of Kovember

fluscat Rogiment pushed Dastwards from Serfait leaving only the Darra Ridge,
a large feature rumning alorg the coast inland from Dhalqut, to be clearcd,

By now it scemed virtually certain thot thosc hard core ciiemy who had neither

been killed nor surrendered had either fled to PDRY or had given up

and gono
to their homes,

(21 surrendercd in N« - umber, five times the provious monthly
average for 1975.) The final operation to clear the Darra Ridge wos
holiday atmospherc,

in a
John Akchurst and I moved with the leading company and

somehow became the lending scouts. Being uncmcumbercd with cquipment e got
some way aohead and, accompanicd by Jonathen Salubury-Trelawny, crrived carly
on the searp overlooking Dhalqut, the last viilage in Dhofar to be recepiurcd,
Yo might well have gone on down but it would have upset Dhofar Brigade's preos
arrangements for the foliloizgy day, ond in any case we could hardly liberate

the place without a national flag, which none of us had,

Dhalqut wes entercd the folleowing day, 2nd Izcember, the official date
of the war ending, ond the Dorra Ridge confirmed clear by 8th Deccmber,
Subsecuently in Decenber a further 107 enciy surrendered, but the leading
scouts of 1st Decembor svoro they were not from the Darrz Ridge,

‘The D Day air attack upon Hauf had covered all kmown military targets
~nd the PFLC Headguarters, It had involved six Hunters with bombs and rockets
: : - first light and 2 furtlicr strike of four aircraft curly afternoon,
R wore continued at intervels until 21 November but tho cnemy made
The z'.tt.;_ckslnqcs and domage and, reinforced by 130mm guns, continued to fire,
goEd bagts tiecs of fire end movemeni and became ~dept at using tlo
They 1ntmduc:; :;-:1 for concoalment and protoction. It s apparent thut the

were unlikely conclusively to win mnd I called off the
I:' >

mo‘[mt’linﬁuﬂ t
duel was onc ®

aiplomatic
atrikes when Pment with PFLO. It took sowmc wocks for the PDRY guns to fall

o T wrte (miad 1976) the PDRY=PFLO relztion is unclear,

tained air attacks on TDRY were complementary to puliiical
the suBLalnes

activity bohind tho scencs ctiempied o wean FDRY

gilent and even o

Howevery

: = | tonsione
tivity which asventumlir rEaise: porder |
acti
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The Dhofar llar cokeined conventionwl war with countor revolutionary
oporations o that the letmons arc both militery and peliticsl, 1 doubt if
any are new although some are scen in a now light and others have not beon
rocently proctised elsewhere, at lcast within our own Armed Forcas,

Cuerilla operations in familinr terrain will succomb to rogular forcec
only if tho latter exploit the flexibility which results from their bettor
commmnications, mobility and logistics, and their superior fim power, To do
this they require good intelligence, = high level of fraining and slack
intor-gervice procedurcus, If one of these clements is missing the rogular
forecus are linble to bucome a pondernus organisation unsuited to anti-suorilla

operationt.

dctive operations such as those of the Dhofar War remind us ngnin that
the man is more im: -4 nt than his cquipment. In peace time we tend 4o bo
mesmerised by the latters Tésg mauinteuonce detracts from training and its
handling on exeicices from more importont issues. During peace timo mansuuvres
he most d°fficult part of the business is the cuvo-linztion required to pot
APCs, holicoplers, armour and other paraphernalia to the objectivo ot the right
time with everything working; when the infortry debcuch the problem is
virtually overy In war th: ~ual problem has just starteds Simlar
consideérntions with different emphasis arise in the air and at sen whore all
else is peintless if weapons, men and supplics arc not delivered acrurately
on timée Tho crucial bit of the busincas is the tum per cunt or leas in face

of the cnemy ond wie should keep it z2s simple as poscibla,

Militory success alone will achieve little unless in support of civil
objectives. Tt is well ostoblished proctice to exercase joint civil ond
military comtrol but this is insufficiant in itself and oivil plans muct b
mat into action as soon 2o possiblo aftur military succoss A.s oponud tho vaye
Inevitcbly locel pressurcs will impingt upon priorities and commanders should

be alive to the igsucsa

A counter rovolutivuary wor cnnnot bo won by military meang onlife
The militory creste comditivca i which political forces oan oparate whila
Politics, ofton invulving ouinien ‘broad, producs n favour:ble environmont
for militory ocuocuss. Seiior military co.cwmders can no longur afford %ho
lusury of luaving poliZies in wer only to tho politicianss
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