In 1972 British assistance to Oman included a large SAS
contingent and pilots for the Sultan’s air force. This was
supposedly secret, but the rebels attacked the base at Salalah
and all was revealed. One of the British medics describes a tour

of duty in this sacret desert war.

6 ou, young fella, are off to RAF
Salulah in April"'.
That was how | was greeted one morn-
ing in early 1972, Thars wera two
nestionsg thatl trouhled me: whers was
F Salalah, and why was [, a Brown
Jab, being pmlml 1o the Bls ||:|I:|nt=|‘r Aler
all, | was quite happy, enjoying lile in a
nuifr.un- hiospital in West Germany,

It was not long before both of the
questions were answered, bul in those
early dayz of the war in Oman inﬁ:rrm&-
thon was scarce: it ws sl B “secrat war’.

Ciperation Storm. to give the British in-
volvemnent [is official pame, has been
wall  documented, espoclally in the
books covering the SAS Involvement.
Whorover British troops ame involved in

numbera, madical =
e, to which end 1 found myself fi
nut as # member of 55 Fiald Su
Team in support of the British .ﬁmy
Training Team. The Right out via
and Masirah Island was p
woak in Aldershot being issued with Ihi-
usual mounds of ill-fAtting kit, drawing
weapons., and being wsed as a pin-
cushion.

Home at Salalah

As the Andover circled over the coast
uf Dhofar on its finals for landing at RAF
Salatah, we got oor frst glimpse of what
was to be pur heme for four months. The
alrcraft topched down, and as the back

HI]

‘fpnrt A& pro-

mm.ﬂupﬁuthﬂhﬂa'lhi'l us. All we
d son was barbed wire stretching for
what seomed miles, watch towesrs, and
surrounded by sandbags

il
.H'J'Egumn.ﬁ:\fml drums filled with water

or rocks] as protection against shell fire.

Tha oulgoing: Team ad us
two pieces of information. Firstly, If the
siren sounded we wemn o get under
cover, bocause it meant that we wete
aboul to peceive incoming mortar o a‘hﬂll
fire; and secondly, they were lea
the aircraft on which we had just I:In‘I\'ﬂi
Nol much of u handover.

O thing they failed to tell us we dis-
covered for ounrsalves the noxt week,
much to our ambarrassment.. Wa wore
smated in the funior Ranks Club having &




eait's first customar one mormi
wf mineg in the aroumlalns thai
wiis casevaced by heficopfer and flown fo Salalnh,

Above: 55 Field Sur

cold drink when suddenly the wall ol the
giron piarced the morning quisl. Glasses
and chairs flow &5 we dived for cover, Bul
evirybady else stayod whare they ware
as. we, the “whitins from Blighty”.
cowared as we waited for the crump of
incoming shalls. fid we not know the
siron was tested at this fime avery week?
With red faces, we picked up the chiirs
and cleansd up broken glhsses and spilt
orange juice.

Above: The operating tent did nof inspire
ficdance AL Aret. bt f did atay . Plans
ware ifool to replace If wilh an aluminiom
hut but the casualiies from the atfack o
Salalsh were freated under canvas.

Medic in a Secret War

The Finld Smpical Team wus locatid
under canvis. next io the Station Madi-
cal Centre, on the north side of the air-
field right belind the win facing the
Jebel (the mountainous desert), Jugl so
that we did not get lonaely, the Gelds gung
were located right near us, and they were
ond of the targats every tine the enamy

fired ab the airfield! That really clisered

us up. Tho fents themselves were well
protected, bt o bit old and vl i il

they would fall down of any moment,
Plansware afoot to build aluminlum huts
for the operating theatre and ward within
the naxt few months. )
Life over the next few weeks was a
stoady stream of hattle casunlties intér-
d with civilians whom we treated
on a hearts-and-minda basis, time off to
swin in the pool on the airfield; and the
oecis| alarm' at pight while ‘we
walched films in an open-air cinema.
MASH was shown just as we arrived, so
Wi W hnmadiu.t;lﬁ'mmmed and that
becime our radio call-sign.

' Oid sweats

*J. - 1.. £

in 1872, This Q@mani soldier
rad over the afrstrip, He

The & june 1972 saw us just over half-
way through our towr, We were no longer
whities from Blighty: we wene old hands,
and now on the downhill streteh towards
the end of our tour. Or so we thought,

“Tha day had been relatively quiet and we

had spent the aflernoon swimming. An
alarm at 1800 did not have any great slf
niflcance to us, except that it was slightly
sarlier than we were used to. No rounds
actually landed on the airfield.
Just after that, wi riceived & me

that an airceaft was bringing to us an old
Jehall with a shrapnel wound (o his leg,

We met the Beaver at about 19,30 and

took him steaight into the o

theatre and began to explore hﬁ:“iﬂnﬁ
joint. I was scrubbed npﬂoaitu the sor-
goon, & large Trishman with a character to
match, We were doba what 1o do,
Could wu save this foint, which was quite
extenaively damaged. or would @ be
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Medic in a Secret War

hatter 10 take off the leg and gor an artifi-
eial gne made?

The decision was iken ot of our
hands. Twa large explosions Mled the
A, follovwied by shropriel mining down
-on tha rodf af our new aluminiom bt
Thiz was followsd by the siren [we

thought Il was meanl le givie us prior &

warning of sttacks aftar picking up the
rounds on tho locating radar). The door
of the FST Rew open and our mali nurse
ahoutod for s to get down on the foor
wa wern under sttack. When you have s
ibah'uni on the operating table with his
nee juint laid open to the world, you can
hardly leave hint lo prolest your own
skin Dhir surgoon’s words are as clasr
now i thay were then: “Thisl. . . . b leg
18 coning right off™, wnd i1 did, i the
shortest time Thave aver seen an i
tion danat
ity now, small-arms fire had joinod the
sound af ‘our own guns roplying and
sonding rounds towards the jebel, The
Officars’ Mess hail taken direct hits, and
nine casialties were being carried inkto
the surglcul leam. We began a long night
of axploring all the woands and trying to
c ~up the injuries; interm m.lvti:y
annther fves attacks on the alefield, Wa
were lucky that no-ene had beaen killad

BATT out of hell

As a result of this incident the British
presance in Oman came into the public

ey, Somoone had talked about it and the -

newspapers gol hold of it, wnd reporters
beesgam to arvive o tey th find out about the

“gecret war”, My mother sent mo d news-
I:llpnr cutting shoul theattack, saying she

oped that it was nowhere near G |
hudn't the heart to tell her 1t was o a
fnw yands away

Theend of our tour was in sight, Tho
latost nows was thnt we world hand over
on 11 July mnid stage via Cyprus_ It was 18
July: thiif gave us 12 days.

Wa wers mused suly and (old 1o get
down to the sirfield ss quickly s pos-
sibile. There hod beon an attack at Michal,
a towts up the coast, and & big battle was
raging. Oneof the Strikemasters that had
Oown up thers to glve somes support bad

........

affaring profection againar

meeived ground fire which had damaged
itg: hyiraulics, and it was expedted 1o
muke & forced landing. Luckily it got
down withoot any lons, but whils
down on the nirﬁaliil w noticed o large
up of SAS loading inte the Sultan's
olicopters. We did not medlise the alg-
nificance of this until lster in the diy.

Sketehy information hegan to come in.
Alnrge onemy foroe about 250 strong had
uft d Mirbut, whrre 4 nins-man SAS
clvil action team, the Dholar Gendarme-
rio waid the Chmand Astillory wers loested.
Thers were wounded, but the  hali-
coplors could not get in toevacuati tham
due to ground five. The SAS we saw load-
ir# i wirt hedng Down up to hielp fight
off thiz concertod attack.

[t was lunchiime before the Husye
ware ible to got in and our frst casualties
began lo arrive. Some of hem were mem-
berd of the SAS Team, More Hueyy ful-
lowed, and the numbers of wounded
begun to mmount. The less seripusly
woutided were sent up 1o the COmant
comp i fow miles away, and we began to
dort nd prioritise the womn seriously

Bulaw: dead awalf removal o the
tewn, The

surgery did not only deal
with ballle ﬂmwwmugupﬂ

wero troated loo as of the "hearts and
niinds' affort, Py

wounded. Frantic signali were sent {o
Mastra and. Cypras for extra help and
supplies, and an offor of help fFom a
group of SAS medics was gratafully
rceplid,

The wounds wern mony and varied:
abdommns, chesty, hisad woutds, many
lirnles, and aven an enamy soldisr shot 4
along the fength of his pends, Don't ask
i low, Tha enomy dead wers taken
into the town for display, and we hegan
30 hones of oporating.

Gallows humour

Oy of the anemy was balloved tobe n
patitical commisar and had bean shot in
the lug, which fractured his fomur. He
was adamant that the battle was & great
victory for the Adoo. ax the enomy wore
called, and would nol belisve that It was
the ather way around, We set to work.
We did ot hava the sophisticated e
tiom apparaiuy that one wiuld normally
umﬂa !;n A fracture of this kinﬂl. 50 mudMI

r thio camp iter, whio turmed o
withy soima wﬁ:nd his tools and “"I;
began 1o constroct o form of frame above
this bedd.

Az wn progressed. the putiont’s mood
soornod to change and he began 1o trom-
ble. We called ong imtespeetor, who tald
us tha! b was frightenod because he
thouglit it was about to be hung and the
trantion frame we weee congtructing was

th;;;a.lluwnl
& finished opomting on the casual-
ties in the evaning of the next day and
than slept the sleap of the dead until the
'5l!ll'|'lllk'i'il'l.§l lunchtime, by which Hime oy
aireraft hod ardved from  England 1o
svacusts the wounded SAS mambers,
The last fow duys of the tour ware a bib
ol an anti-climax: We carried on fronting
the wounded who veeded follow-up
operatioms, and the moming of 31 July
saw ug on the airfield, straining onr sars
for the sound of the ipproaching alreal
rarrying our reliof team. As it landed nnd
they disembarked. they were met by our
wagel faces, Did peapln reully have gkin
as white ps that? Our handover was
guick; after all, wo wero leaving on the
o ibrorafl. As we [fred 66, wo thought
back over the last four months and wan-
dired what It wounld be ke for e aow
teamm, Ob blimey, wa i'n:P;nl tin el thm
uhout The festing of the giren,



