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WIRBAT 42 o nedinm wizod sxd Important tishins fom lvine some 50 niles
Y -1 % s om v [ r | P B . -
+agt of BALALAG: Tt 19 vired in and 1es a Jmal) silltery pareisen of lwend
..‘ﬂnd'a-":ﬂriﬂ' L d .I-:-H-HL:. -' l:-“:r"_..‘ l-:.. o ‘ ....-jr: - I_h!.'! -ll';.l‘ o 0] h 1'.1"':". g ' ”. :1 f: {“H'_cﬂ
¢f the town 13 the fagponaibility af ‘he J43 cuntingent and M)l regpongllility

for 4tz zontrol lisi pith the 4L Commnndns,

Tere huo hesn no major stieel o the toan of JINTAR sincs opernticns
commnneced 'i*': VAR SomG “wo ;.*-,;.':-:J g0 uatil She night of the 19th July. ©On
tEI.E.E ni,gﬁ.'lt e curt "1.._.-31; i:‘p li« ‘J f'_.’w..J‘"_-r } EU0W -l-:’ - .L. at & :I. L-i-l*' It*'la
ierrant nost detemined und ﬂ...‘ Dleznd rihacl Fins .1;-;" hi7a Jauy the

g Al n .

Wnole cuppoigne From cagtured encny personnsl it nas ainze beceone L‘."- VAT

they were con: :,'.. of :.hmr suoaess end il kel -’511‘1;,- capiured Liip Ltown they
e

intended o occipy 1t permunently and establish 2 seat of comuunist cover: can
in 7045, The Pﬁlitiu ik Implications of Such o aramatic wurn of cventc .;ef.d
no furiier oxpansion.

At 0530 Liours on the morning of Lhe 194): Juls meorturs H:.e..rt ¢ to »dn in
on the IJIEAT Garrison. The Garrison wus stood to ind wader Cagdl ain :L."L '
direction comuenced the battile far Who Lovne For over 4 E.nu‘c L2 commniots
pregaed home fhedir attacity they infilirated fhe Lom; ‘hey destroyed ihe stone
defences with RCI, Rocket Luuncne* and Jortar {ire; they concentrated a major
effor: against the SAS porsonnel in the to:m; they closed to (renade roanpge aad
fought with a ferccity, tenscity and blind doficasion that is the nmark of all
Compunist shock troops. They 1szune'! ed ¢his abteck with uan ssilimated 250 men
against a smell garrisan town vhose defonce was desipned to repel attiacks {rom
no more thin a dozen men uc‘*in.s 1d.out deteminations It was only after 4
hours of continual and ferocious fighting that they finally admitted defeat
and withdrew loaving behind some 40 wounded and killeds, A gubsequent radio
intercept indicates that they suflered at least 86 casuslties and subsequent

intelligence reports indicate that this figure may be as high as 100 or more.

Captain [EALY was the officer in charge of 345 Trocps in NIRDAT and s
such held full responsibllity for 2ll aspects of the defence «f the town. /h
the battle comzenced he immediantely ceployed his OQ-man tcm to the 2 strategic
buildings in the town, one of which wus nlongside ‘he 25 Pdr gun position,

30 gireiched ',:are defences Lhat the 25 pdr gun vwas mumed bty SAS soldiers in the
absence of any truined crews, 4s the batile developed it became clear to iFALY
that the gun position alongside the Dhofar fori was under considerable preossuros
e deciied to place himself in this location where %e could best direct the rost
intensive {ighting and where his personsl leadership would make the most out=
gtanding impression on the Arab troops under his com=ande On his way across to
the zun he came under heavy fire from small amms and mortars and had fo camplete
the inal 250 metres unier these conditions. On arrival in the position he
found one of the crew had been killed and Lhe ciher one was wounded, Together
with a medical orderly, who had accompanied hin,he treated the wounded man who
continued Lo fight, and Lhen became involved personally in the hand {0 hand

fighting that waa tcking place,

ot long alter this the only other wmwcunde! British soldier (the meliexl
orderly) was also geveraly wounded leaving :ZALL on his oun Yo repel the eneny
end to command the overazll deflence of the lown., For a further hour there were
repeated attempts by the enemy to take the fort held by 1ZALY and a handful of
Arab soldiers, Two appeared by the right wall and were fired on by Captain
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:.-J‘.I.f: A fleree nd bitter 2l -11::}. dcoveloped during which ihe onoeny threw
grenades at (BALY -m.l e remajning living defendorse SUHALY shot and personally
killed geversl of ihe eneny duri:::: this axchanio,

Jue to his inspired leads ghip the local A3 HATS, who had a reputalion for
being inadeguate .,01'*1; lg Tougtt vith o confidence and Jdeternination that* !
never been secn in previous asctions. When e nain fizlting ag over mnd the
town had Leen relleved by a reinforcemernt foree ITALY '}a‘ ronully conducted 4he
evacuation of ithe wounded, tle roalimmert nnd veoonstt tution of _h:': d&‘ierce;
:;.;i -.:ith trenondius zeal and energy perer:lly roluilt the shat'ered mor..d; of
- OWlle

Un hearing ‘hal a Pirea patrol of his wen 3%i11 in the field ke nersonally
led a small puirol o contact ‘lem deupite Lo threal from & congiderable number
of marauding panss of eneny milling round t ¢ coun yoldee Do Jound geveral
of the Firsa z:.."d an ASKAR picouet lad Leon killel wnd +hut the nmain ""F::;i"arce
w23 in a position in which he was unable (o a‘_":.r thom nu"i ive | a...i:"..:c.u
noweve, hxs detem_naticn und by v-:z;-:-;r 1 lead hig ﬂ'b equen. pntz:ol

= . 2 o . sl WA 4- 4 a _!u r T " 5-- re
held the British troo DS sequently

nere is no doubt that had "I“".{: “allen 1% vould hizve Leas a major deleat
0 Testern interea’s in the [liddle Just und could vell huve vecn the sauge ;"' 2
ma,;ar political reappraisal of this country's stiitude *o iis positiion in tl:.;
llddle Zaste Thunks Lo IEALI's spirited fort ftude, hig determined leaderzhipn
his dmuntless bravery u.nd nis outstanding conduct of 1 battle - igainst *renand;
odda, this crisis has not only heen avoided b b e tireatening onenmy have Leon
cefeated on o scule unparalleled in ¢h Rislory of Kuszeat, \
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